The Central Message

February 3

February 10

February 17

February 24

-——Danny Coggin————————

Announcements
Song Service

Mike Brandon

Bryan Morrow

Garry Griffith

Paul Ragland

Shepherd’s Prayer

Tom Butler

Keith Welder

Mike Keith

Kevin Gardner

AM: Randy King
PM: Scott Medlin

AM: Adam Swilling
PM: David Brown

AM: Ted Gobble
PM: Bryan Morrow

AM: Mike Brandon
AM: Roger Fort
PM: Thomas Richmond PM: Dale Jones

AM: Johnny Triplett
PM: Luke Thomason

AM: Rusty Gregg
PM: Dale Hester

AM: Jon Talley
PM: Franklin Haney

AM: Sudhir Mendiratta
PM: John Green

Scripture/
Prayer
Communion
Dismissal
Prayer

AM: Scott Medlin
PM: Jeremy Blackwell

AM: Danny Coggin
PM: Scott Morrow

AM: Mike Brandon
PM: Steve McConnell

Ushers
AM & PM

Bucky Bancroft/
Gary Eversole

Jim Lupo/
Greg Turner

Bucky Bancroft/
Gary Eversole

Jim Lupo/
Greg Turner

Nursery
AM service

Sheila Jones &
Cheri Swafford

Mai Ellis &
Melanie Lawhon

Holli Carroll &
Pam Graham

Norma Kendrick &
Kristy McCracken

Lord’s Supper
Donuts & Coffee
Fellowship

————— David & Jackie Brown —————Ryan & Angela Ary

Holli Carroll

Bob & Lisa Murry

Franklin & Renee Haney

If you are unable to pick up the doughnuts, please be sure to find a replacement. They are prepaid and ready for pick up at Dunkin Donuts
by 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The coffee is already prepared so the doughnuts just need to be set out. Thanks so much!
Serve Lord’s Supper:

Joe Ownbey, Randy King, John Green, Eric Cavett, Steven Stephens, Dan Swafford, Jeff Clabough, Logan Helton
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Times Of Service:
Address Service Requested

Sunday
Coffee & Doughnuts - 9:00 AM
Bible Study 9:30 AM
Morning Worship - 10:30 AM
Evening Worship - 5:00 PM
Wednesday
Bible Study - 6:30 PM

Schedule of Services:
Sunday
Coffee & Donut Fellowship……..9:00 a.m.
Morning Classes ..................... ...9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..................... ..10:30 a.m.
Evening Worship…..:……….…...5:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Bible Study: .. …………………....6:30 p.m.

Central Church of Christ
200 25th Street N.W.
Cleveland, TN 37311
Phone: 423-476-8941
Email:
admin@centralcocfamily.com
Website:
www.centralcocfamily.com

Reflections from Ryan
Celebration Freedom
Did you know that February 1st is known in America as the National Freedom Day? Most people don’t know much about the holiday. It is sort of an unknown holiday among most Americans. To
Americans, it ought to be a day of reflection on the dark times of our nation and how we were brought
into the light, into freedom and liberty. On February 1st, 1865 the 13th amendment was signed by President Abraham Lincoln that outlawed slavery.
It wasn’t until years later, in 1942, that a man by the name of Major Richard Wright Sr., a former slave, had begun a movement to have the day recognized by getting various leaders to support the
cause. The day was commemorated by the laying of a wreath at the Liberty Bell. As Americans, we owe
a lot of gratitude for such men who fight for our freedom. The purpose of this holiday is to promote
unity, equal opportunity and harmony among the citizens of the United States.
Even greater than this, there was a man that came down to this earth over 2,000 years ago to
offer us a different type of freedom. We often confuse the freedom we have in America with the freedom we have as Christians. When we think of American freedom, it’s the ability to make our own decisions, choose our own direction in life, do whatever it is that we want, when we want. This freedom is
unlike what I like to call, Jesus freedom. Jesus made the statement in Luke 4.18 that he had come to
“proclaim release to the captives” (NASB). What’s interesting is that when we are free in Christ, we are
slaves to Christ (Romans 6.16).
When we think of slavery our minds often go back to an old American type of slavery, but the
slavery mentioned 124 times in the New Testament simply means “belonging to one another”. When
we are baptized, we are placed in Christ (Galatians 3.27) and when we are in Christ, we are a slave of
righteousness and not sin (Romans 6.18).
That’s good news! That’s reason to celebrate! We don’t have to live in fear of bondage to sin,
because of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross I can be free! Does this mean that we are free to make whatever decisions we want? No. Jesus did not set us free to do whatever we want, he freed us to do what
we ought to be doing. He was setting us free so that we could walk in a relationship with God. This is a
freedom we celebrate every day.
Jesus said in John 8.36, “so if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed”.
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From Your Shepherds
Well, January certainly flew by and we find ourselves already into February. This month is probably most known for Valentine’s Day and
therefore is also known for being the month of LOVE! Being good to your valentine is certainly a smart thing to do and even better, it is a wonderful
thing to do from your heart to the heart of your valentine. As wonderful as this type love is (and it is special), it pales in comparison to the kind of
love our Heavenly Father has for us. For a few minutes let’s spend some time being reminded how AWESOME His love is for us.
In 1 John 4 we find a chapter that describes God’s love for us in an amazing way. Twice in the chapter John says plainly (vs 8 & 16) that “God is love”.
This seemingly tiny 3 word sentence/phrase has the most enormous significance for mankind than any sentence/phrase known to man. Hidden in
this chapter (in plain sight) we can find the reason why “God is love” is so important.
God is love. God is love. God is love. What does this mean? Does it mean God is the definition of love or love is the definition of God? It is hard to
put into words what this means outside the context of the 4th chapter of 1 John. We could say that God is the very essence of love – we
would not know what love is without God. This would be pretty close to the description we find in the 4 th chapter.
In 1 John 4:7, John starts off this way, “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows
God.” Then verse 8 tells us (as stated before), “Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.” So now the question is, what is
it that comes or has come from God and shows us He is love? John does not waste time giving the answer; in verses 9 & 10 he says this:
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so
that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
Paul in Romans chapter 5:8 says a similar thing but adds a phrase to explain even more fully the love of God when he says it like this,
“but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” God sending Jesus is the meaning of “God is love”. Sounds too
simple doesn’t it? It may be easy to intellectually understand having just read what “God is love” means now, but to know the depths from which
such love comes from seems humanly unfathomable. That is the glory, magnificence, splendor, and awesomeness of our God! God is love! God is
love! God is love! May we never stop praising Him for His infinite love!
Now, switching gears a bit, let’s bring in our theme for the year – ONE/UNITY. We now know “God is love” is a huge phrase and we know
why it is a huge phrase; because in that phrase lies the fact that God sent Jesus to save us. When we think about that kind of love, then 1 John 4:11
makes a lot of sense, “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” If God could love me while I was a sinner, so much so, that He
sent His Son, then loving my brother/sister despite sins, shortfalls, and other type issues, should not even be a 2 nd thought. Verse 19 says, “We love
because he first loved us.” and then here is where the rubber meets the road – verses 20-21 say:
If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother
whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this commandment we have from
him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.
We all need to contemplate these verses. Brothers and Sisters do not let the “things” of this world come between us. Above all we must
love one another if we are to be One/Unified. This is a commandment from God, though knowing what we do about His love for us, there should not
need to be a command, but there is one.
As we conclude these few minutes being reminded of how awesome God’s love is for us, let’s summarize our thoughts. Showing love toward our Valentine is a wonderful thing to do during this month and I highly recommend that we do. Our Father’s love for us is immense; the very
essence of love was shown to us when He sent His Son Jesus. This is why the scriptures can say, “God is love”. If we want to have oneness, if we
want to have unity, we must love our brothers and sisters all year all the time. In Colossians 3:12-17, Paul gives a list of things we should do toward
our brothers/sisters in Christ, but in verse 14 he says, “And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony”. Having
a love for each other like Jesus had for us will be an infectious love to those around us. Jesus said in John 13:35, “By this all people will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” If we take/make the time to love one another, then others will know the love of God. We love
each and every one of you and thank you for everything you do for the Kingdom of God.
- From the Shepherds

Central’s Benevolent Ministry
Our Local Benevolence Ministry helped 41 families
which included 137 people during in the month of
January.

J

Our Records For Last Month
January 6

January 13

January 20

January 27

182

174

181

188

318

293

281

311

181

281

125

119

Contribution

$12,684

$10,869

$10,720

$10,271

Wed Evening

159

151

144

Sun Morning
Bible Study
Sun Morning
Worship

A huge thank you to all that have donated food
and/or money to the benevolence fund!
Please let Ronny Bayless know if you would
like to help.

Sun Evening
Worship

Bible Study

NOW IS YOUR CHANCE!

February
Upcoming
Events


3rd: Homecoming with David Langley. Congregational
luncheon and 1:00 Worship.
 3rd: Garden Plaza Worship at 3:00
 10th: Deacon/Staff Appreciation Dinner after evening
services.
 18th: Office Closed




Parents and Youth, be watching for
upcoming L2L info and practice schedules.
22-24 - CYC There’s a sign up sheet on the board.

Lads To Leaders Information
Travel Dates:
March 3rd - Central @ Hooker church of Christ
March 31st - Central @ Fort Oglethorpe church of Christ
April 7th - Fort Oglethorpe @ Central
April 14th - Central @ Central
Testing Dates:
Bible Bowl Individual Test - Sunday, February 17th starting at
5:00 PM
Pearls Test - Wednesday, February 20th at 6:30 PM

Join us for Central’s 93rd Homecoming!
February 3, 2019
With David Langley
(Minister at Seneca Church of Christ)
Seneca, South Carolina

David grew up in Columbia, Tennessee
graduating from Freed-Hardeman University in
2002 and 2008. He has worked as a youth
minister in Cleveland, Tennessee and a
missionary in China. He has been the preacher
for the Seneca church of Christ since 2013.
David married his wonderful wife, YaNing, in
2004 and they have two wonderful children,
Rei and Aryana.

