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   Morning Classes ..................... ...9:30 a.m. 
   Morning Worship ..................... ..10:30 a.m. 
   Evening Worship…..:……….…...5:00 p.m.   
 

Wednesday 
   Bible Study:  .. …………………....6:30 p.m. 
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Loving Like Jesus 
 

In John 13.34 and 35 Jesus says to his disciples, “A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” The public ministry of Jesus end-
ed at John 12. John chapter 13 through 17 makes up a large section of material in which Jesus 
was no longer ministering to the crowds. Instead He took some time, prior to his crucifixion the 
next day, to talk with those that had been following Him closely, his disciples.  
 

One of the things to keep in mind is the attitudes and the scene on which Jesus was speaking 
these words in John 13. There had been some disagreements as to who was better, who was go-
ing to be the leaders next. You also had Judas who was being called out for his betrayal of the Son 
of God. Needless to say, you had a lot of mixed emotions.  
 

It is in this context that Jesus offers them a “new” commandment, to love one another as Jesus 
loved them. This command really wasn’t anything new per se, the command to love God and oth-
ers was mandated by the old law. The disciples knew what the law said concerning love. However, 
the love they are to have now is new simply because the love in which they were to have for one 
another was to be patterned after the love that Jesus had for them. Jesus basically says, love each 
other exactly the way that I love each of you. It's quite easy to see that the love of Christ made an 
impression on the apostle John because in his gospel account he used the word “love” 57 times. 
The theme of 1 John is love. There is actually a well-known story preserved by Jerome 
(commentator) that said John, in his old age, never ceased to repeat, “little children, love one an-
other”.  
 

Loving the right way was first demonstrated by Jesus. To be sacrificial, understanding, forgiving, to 
be selfless was ultimately demonstrated by Jesus. To spend time with sinners was to love like Je-
sus. To not be quick to judge but yet try and understand people was to love like Jesus. To put 
yourself in the place of a servant and wash the feet of others, was to love like Jesus. This was what 
it meant to love as Jesus loved.  
 

One of the most distinguishing marks of a Disciple of Jesus is through the way we love. No one 
can claim to be a disciple of Jesus if they aren’t loving like Jesus. When it comes to the way we are 
supposed to live as disciples of Jesus, it’s pretty plain and simple. However, it takes a lot of self-
denial, commitment and sacrifice to be like the One who gave His life for us. My prayer and chal-
lenge for us all is that every single day God blesses us with, we will seize every opportunity to love 
one another the way Christ loved us. It is through the greatest love ever shown that we will draw 
others to Christ.  
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Announcements      

 

Song Service Paul Ragland Bryan Morrow Jesse Richardson Garry Griffith  

Shepherd’s Prayer Kevin Gardner Mike Keith Keith Welder Kevin Gardner  

Scripture &      
Prayer              

Randy King             
Johnny Triplett 

Clint Butler              
John Harris 

Wayne Simpson            
Bill Pinch 

Allan Glidewell       
David Blalock 

 

 

Communion   
Luke Thomason      

Jeremy Blackwell 
Tom Butler              

Kevin Gardner 
David Brown               
Paul Ragland 

John Green          
Sudhir Mendiratta 

 

Dismissal  
 Prayer 

Easton King            
Todd Satterfield 

Roger Fort             
Rusty Gregg 

Joshua Satterfield          
Joe Womac 

Jerry Bancroft      
Thomas Richmond 

 

Ushers                        
AM & PM 

Jim Lupo                  

Greg Turner 

 Bucky Bancroft       

Gary Eversole 

Jim Lupo                     

Greg Turner 

Bucky Bancroft       

Gary Eversole 
 

Nursery                   
AM service 

Pam Graham          

Sheila Jones 

Amy Wagner          
Melanie Lawhon 
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Lord’s Supper      

Donuts & Coffee  
Fellowship 

Ryan & Angela Ary Franklin & Renee  
Haney 

Robert Young Darrell & Rhonda    
Morgan 

 

Danny Coggin 

Serve Lord’s Supper: Ted Gobble, Kevin Caylor, Jared Johnston, Jackson Ary, Trevor Cartwright, Todd Satterfield, Franklin Haney, Ralph Blair 

Ethan & Kendra Rutledge 

Reflections from Ryan 
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  25th Street Door:  Johnny & Jeannie Triplett  / Henderson Ave Door: Frank & Beck Betts  



THE CENTRAL MESSAGE 

NOW IS YOUR CHANCE! 
 

THE CENTRAL MESSAGE 

                

 Central’s Benevolent Ministry 

 
Our Local Benevolence Ministry helped 
 67 families which included 204 people  

during in the month of January.  
 

  A huge thank you to all that have donated food 
and/or money to the benevolence fund! 

 
 

Please let Ronny Bayless know if you would  
like to help.  

J 

Our Records For Last Month 

 January  5 January  12 January  19 January  26  

Sun Morning 

Bible Study 
200 206 177 162  

Sun Morning 

Worship 

324 335 297 279  

Sun Evening 

Worship 

133 147 128 -  

Contribution $19,900 $13,676 $12,013 $11,138  

Wed Evening     

Bible Study 

173 162 156 -  

  
 

One month down in the blink of an eye and here we are in February; where did January go? Is that how you 
feel? Time keeps ticking relentlessly. It’s easy to get caught up in the hustle and bustle of life and forget to 
slow down, take a deep breath, hit the pause button, and take inventory. Since you have chosen to read this 
article, let’s use this time to reflect on some things that will help us ease the tension of this life, maybe even 
relax for a moment and take in the glorious blessings we have through our Father in heaven. Things that re-
mind us there is someone far greater than ourselves that has provided blessing after blessing for us through 
His Son, so we can enjoy this life knowing that a reward in heaven awaits us. You may want to grab a Bible 
or open your Bible App; go to Ephesians chapter 1. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before him. (Eph 1:3-4 ESV) 

Brothers and Sisters, this is so powerful, it’s worth reading over and over so that it imprints on our brains. 
Every spiritual blessing is ours in Christ, the biggest one being the freedom from the guilt of sin. Yes, that’s 
what it says. It doesn’t say you will not feel guilty when you sin; we all should feel guilty when we sin (and 
ask for forgiveness); if we don’t, then there is a much bigger problem. Freedom from the guilt of sin means 
we are holy and blameless before him. How do we know this? Look at verse 7-8. 

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of 
his grace, which he lavished upon us. (ESV) 

Again, so powerful, so powerful is the blood of Jesus. Through the cost of His blood being shed, we have 
been bought back. This is the meaning of redemption or being redeemed. A debt was owed due to our sin; a 
debt we could not pay, so the Father paid our debt for us. Jesus was pure, a spotless lamb, sacrificed on 
our behalf so our sins could be forgiven. This is how we know we are blameless and can be holy before 
Him. Not because I now live a sinless life, but because the blood of Jesus covers my sin continuously as I 
walk in the light (1 Jn 1:7). 

Now, don’t miss that last part; go ahead and re-read it if you need to – the part about the riches of his grace 
being lavished on us. No, no let’s not forget that part. Can we grasp that part? What does that mean? Rich-
es of his grace, lavished, think on that a minute or two. What an awesome, great God we have the privilege 
to serve; He has given of His very best and not just a sprinkling; He has lavished upon us (every spiritual 
blessing in Christ) through His grace. That’s worth slowing down for and meditating on. 

From Your Shepherds 

  2nd: Homecoming 
  2nd: Treehouse Rotation - Team Jennifer 
  9th:         God’s Tots & Jesus’ Kids  
  Valentine Party 
 14th:   Happy Valentine’s Day! 
 17th: Office Closed  
 23rd: Treehouse Rotation - Team Dava 

• Sunday in the Summit  

 5:00 pm in the Summit 
 

• CYC  

 Feb 28th - March 1st 

 40 tickets available 

 Cost: $60 per person 
 

• Lads to Leaders  

 April 9-12, 2020  
 

• Youth Fall Retreat  

 November 13-15, 2020 
 
 

 

Lastly, there are even more riches to learn about in verse 18 and 19. Let’s read those too. 

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, 
what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His 
power toward us who believe. (NASB) 

So, I hope you take the time to read all the other verses of this chapter as well, but as we conclude, let’s allow 
the eyes of our hearts to be enlightened not by the riches/things of this world that so often keep us in the “rat 
race”/”hustle and bustle”, but by the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints. Those are the riches we 
should all be longing for – our inheritance in heaven. By the way, this 

inheritance comes with a guarantee; its mentioned in previous verses (hint vs. 13, 14 ESV); be sure to read 
those too. Let’s finish our time by thinking about the surpassing greatness of God’s power toward us who be-
lieve. We have been blessed beyond belief by our Heavenly Father! He provides a peace, which surpasses all 
understanding that will guard our hearts and our minds in Christ Jesus (Phil 4:7), but we have to stop, take 
time, and think on these blessings. Let’s focus on these blessings as we begin the 2nd month of 2020. 

Make plans to be at our Homecoming February 2nd with our speaker Denny Howell. 

We love you all and want each one to be in heaven ~The Shepherds 

“From Your Shepherds” continued from Page 2 . . . 


