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From Your Shepherds 

200 25th Street NW  Cleveland, TN  37311 

does, he prospers.”  These are obviously words of wisdom and 
words we all should heed.  In Deuteronomy 6, the theme is even 
more specific; in verse 7 it says, “You shall teach them diligently 
to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, 
and when you rise.” Again, very wise words and words to 
pattern our lives after.   
 In closing, please know and remember that we love 
each one of you and want each one to go to heaven.  When life 
gets busy don’t forget to take time for the important things, the 
things that really matter.  
In Him, 
 

The Shepherds 

 Yes folks, it is August!  Can you believe it? Time truly 
flies.  It has been a wonderful summer, and we hope you have 
enjoyed our series on love.  We still have this month to go and 
we are looking forward to the topics and the speakers coming 
up.   
 Many of you have children or grandchildren who are 
starting back to school.  This is always an exciting time of year.  
So many firsts occur this time of year:  1st time going to school, 
1st time in middle school, high school or college.   We pray God’s 
blessings will be on you all and that this will be an exceptional 
school year for all.   
 During this busy time of the year it can be easy to lose 
focus on the things that really matter.  Our schedules fill up 
quickly and sometimes important things get pushed aside.  We 
would like to encourage you to remember family time with your 
own family and church family.  Remember to pray for/with each 
other and remember to study God’s word with church family 
and especially with your own family.  This is a vital way to keep 
your family rooted and grounded as Ryan has been preaching 
on lately.  Psalm 1:1-3 states – “Blessed is the man who walks 
not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sin-
ners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 2 but his delight is in the 
law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. 
3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its 
fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither.  In all that he 
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 A  co-worker of Cody McCracken, Nathan & Katelyn 
Whitener’s 2 month old baby girl, Laiklee, received a 
heart transplant.   

 Angela Jones is recovering well from a staph infection.   
 Gail Brown is now home and feeling better after a brief 

stay in the hospital. 
 Prayers are requested for Jacob Simpson who is sta-

tioned near Mosul, Iraq. 
 Demetrice Westfield is requesting prayers for her father, 

William Montgomery and her family & herself.  
 Homer Fansler had surgery for his broken arm. 
 Jim Sheely, Alice Johnston’s brother, is now at home 

recuperating 
 Kelly Payne, daughter-in-law of Gene Payne, has been 

diagnosed with ALS (Lou Gehrig Disease).  
 Sibyle Dixon, Debbie Layne’s aunt, is back at Life Care. 
 Gail Rodrigues is recuperating at home after spending a 

week in the hospital.   
 Elbert Magrum, Scott Medlin’s  uncle, has been diag-

nosed with lung cancer.  Treatment options have not 
been determined . 

 Bernice and Brian Dumm are in need of prayers. 
 Debbie Swafford has been in the hospital for dehydra-

tion, bladder and kidney infections.   
 

 Responses - Eddy Dyer, Tommy Shubert & Allison 
Ragland 

 Baptisms - Cole Burris 
 New Families - Gary & Dava Griffith (Lindsay & Faye) 

 6th:  Garden Plaza Worship @ 3:00 p.m. 
 6th:  Fellowship Luncheon - Evening Service at 1:00 

p.m. 
 22th:  Ladies Luncheon—Chef Carl’s Roadhouse @ 

11:30 a.m. 
 24th:  Secret Sisters - City Café @ 6:30 p.m.  * Bring 

your secret sister a gift. 

Reflections from Ryan 

            IT’S SCHOOL TIME AGAIN! 
 

It’s back to school time again! Some of you are excited to 
return and some of you are not so excited. You may feel nervous 
or even a little scared because of all the new things you will have 
to face. You will have new teachers, new classmates, even a new 
school all together. Some of you are teachers, and you as well will 
experience new things. for some its school for the first time in 
their lives, and for some it’s that big step into college. And let’s be 
honest, some of you parents are more excited than your kids! You 
will finally get that little break throughout the day.  

So, with school on a lot of your minds I wanted to offer 
some advice for the new school year. Some advice that I pray will 
help you be a better student not only in school but a better stu-
dent in life. Let’s be honest, learning doesn’t stop after gradua-
tion. Learning is a lifelong process, especially in the Christians’ 
faith.  

Number 1, make sure you are prepared. Students, your 
expected to be prepared in school. As the old saying goes if you, 
“fail to prepare, then prepare to fail”. Don’t make excuses be-
cause you are preparing for something greater than getting that A 
on the test. Your preparing for life. Your preparing for something 
so much greater than what you can see and understand right 
now. It’s the same in your spiritual lives. In fact, in our spiritual 
lives, the decisions we make every day prepare us for eternity. 
what decisions or preparations are you making?  

Number 2, you must study. If a student doesn’t study in 
school, they aren’t going to do very well. Students will often ask 
the question, “why do I have to study?” and we as parents give 
them the answer, “because if you don’t you will not pass that 
test, or the class, or the grade!”. Is it any different when it comes 
to our spiritual lives? When is the last time we sat down and stud-
ied God's word? Parents are you encouraging your kids through-
out the school year to make sure they spend time studying God's 
word?  

Lastly, it’s going to take discipline. When you talk about 
being prepared and studying, it takes discipline to do those. It 
takes discipline to study when you are tied after a long day. It 
takes discipline to get out of bed and get to school, especially 
when you’re in college. In college mom or dad probably aren’t 
going to be there to drag you out of bed and so you must get up 
on your own. Spiritually speaking, it takes discipline to read Gods 
word. A recent study done by LifeWay Research says that only 
40% of those who regularly attend church read their bible more 
than once a week. Why is that number so low? Discipline.  If we 
are going to walk in the footsteps of Jesus, it will take discipline (1 
Peter 2.21) 

On behalf of the Central Church, we pray that you have 
the best year yet. We pray that this year you grow by leaps in 
school, but more importantly, that your life in Jesus is strength-
ened. We pray that this year you will begin to prepare for eterni-
ty, study Gods word more and discipline your spiritual life.  

1 Timothy 4.12, Let no one despise you for your youth, 
but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in 
faith, in purity. 
-Ryan Ary  

Trust in the Lord 
 

My in-laws are obsessive about their health. The main “health charge” 
is led by my wife’s sister-in-law who researches new ideas and an-
nounces them to the family. She always has a new cleanse, new “good” 
foods, new “bad” foods etc., and to her, it is invigorating! She enjoys 
the research and is always ready to change it up in her search for true 
health. For the rest of us, we are not nearly as motivated to stick to the 
“health code” and are quick to pick and choose our favorite parts of her 
program.  
 

Many Christians treat their faith like my in-laws treat their health. 
There are a few people dedicated to the search. They are obsessive 
about what God truly wants and are not phased when research leads 
them to change their behavior or thought processes. However, for the 
rest of us, we like to ride the coat tails of the dedicated few. We wait 
for them to announce their new discoveries and then we pick what 
sounds reasonable to our lives. However, that sort of thinking leads to 
failure. My wife’s sister-in-law believes in her program because she 
tests the theory, she experiences the benefits, and she goes all out 
when she tried it. And while we like her results from afar we are much 
more dedicated to comfort than the program, so we never experience 
the results personally. It is the same with our faith.  Paraphrasing, Prov-
erbs 3:5 says to trust God because he will take care of you. Matthew 
6:26 says trust God because he takes care of everything, and you are 
valuable to Him. So many passages of scripture hail God’s trustworthy-
ness but trusting God because the Bible says you should is like switch-
ing a diet because your sister-in-law told you to. We end up picking our 
favorite parts of the program and when we don’t get the results, we 
remain unconvinced of its effectiveness.  
 

That is why I love 1 Peter 2:1-5. Peter tells the congregations receiving 
his letter to grow up in God’s teaching because they have TASTED that 
the Lord is good. They had experienced God’s goodness for themselves 
and can trust His teachings on a personal level. For this reason, Peter 
says remember what you have experienced and fully dedicate yourself 
to it even more than you already have. In the same way today, God 
asks for our full dedication because we can taste God’s goodness on a 
personal level. But how? Where could we start?  
Any passage of scripture will do but if you don’t know where to start, 

 

 

Our sympathy is  

extended to the  

following families:  

 Maxine Kimsey on the 
passing of her husband, 
James Kimsey 

 Noel Culp, his grandmoth-
er, Nell Williams  

 Jim Lupo, his uncle,       
Augie Justesen 

 Alice Dumm, her great 
uncle, James Walker 

 Keith Welder on the    
passing of his sister,           
Christine Lively  

 4th: Lock In at the building - 8:00 p.m.— 
8:00 a.m. 

 13th: Parents’ Meeting - after morning 
service.  Lunch provided 

 14th: Bible Study & Softball Game @ 
East Side.  Meet at Central @ 5:00 to ride 
bus. 

 26th: Terminus Wake Park—cost $50 
Deadline to sign up August 13th 

 Sept 30th: Paint Ball- Cost $40 - Deadline 
to sign up Sept. 24th 

 Nov 4th: Rake-N-Run  
 Nov 17th-19th: Fall Retreat @ Short 

Mtn - Cost $30 — Deadline to sign up Oct. 
22nd 

 Dec 27th-30th: Exposure Youth Camp - 
Cost $75 - Deadline to sign up is 

   OCTOBER 1st 

     WBS Chattanooga Benefit Dinner 
 

God is blessing World Bible School in every way-now 
more than ever! Over 30 million have been taught by 
WBS study helpers, but that is just the beginning.  
Every single soul—past, present and future is critical-
ly important.  We have exciting plans for how we will 
reach more and more with Jesus—in fact more than 

            What:  World Bible School’s Benefit Dinner 
           Date:  Tuesday, September 12th @ 6:30pm 
           Place:  Marriott Chattanooga Downtown,2 
                       Carter Plaza 
           RSVP: By Tuesday, September 5th with BJ.  
                       Fentress or Garlon Campbell or with                   
                       WBS: rsvp@worldbibleschool.net; 
                       Worldbibleschool.net/events;  
                       800-311-2006 

the sermon on the mount (Matthew 5-7) is full of good ideas. For 
example, don’t insult your brother, don’t call your brother a fool, 
love your enemy (especially the one actively trying to hurt you) 
etc.  I encourage you to apply one of God’s revealed truths to 
your life this week, and watch God work on your personal rela-
tionship with Him and with others. Experience the results for 
yourself. Good luck! And God Bless!  
 

Matthew Hughes 

For the month of July, our 
local Benevolence program 

helped 50 families which 
included 124 people!  

Please let Ronny Bayless 
know if you would like to 

help! 


