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the world a better place. 
 

This is a good time of the year for adults to assess our-
selves and assure our hearts are directing us in a manner 
that is pleasing to God. 
 

We should work hard to avoid being distracted into doing 
things that interfere with our dedication to God and keep-
ing His commandments.  Let’s not allow that to happen to 
us. 
 

Our Central Family is so blessed with folks that care, teach, 
lead, work and do all the things necessary to assure that 
we grow in the Truth. 
 

Remember our theme “Put on Love” and pray for all of our 
family. 
 

The elders want to say thank you for all of your Love and 
support. 

School is out and vacation season is upon us.  Activities 
and responsibilities abound for us all.  The days are long 
but often they don’t seem long enough for us to do all 
that we think we need to do.  These activities provide us 
opportunities to demonstrate to others the way to live 
our life in Spirit and Truth. 
 

As we are occupied with so many things we must keep in 
mind that without the Creator these things would not be 
possible.  We must always remember that loving the Crea-
tor is to be utmost in our minds and lives at all times.  This 
love is the reason we do things.  We should plan our lives 
to grow this love and the Spirit within us as “We put on 
Love.”. 

 

This is a good time of the year for parents to spend more 
time with their children and grow their love for each other 
and for God.   
 

This is a good time of the year for students to reflect on 
their educational progress, refresh their spirits, relax and 
learn some life skills.  Learn to be productive and make 
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 Jannie Mendiratta, who has been diag-
nosed with breast cancer had surgery on 
June 21st at Memorial Hospital  Also, Jannie's 
sister, Marianne Coltharp, is breathing on her 
own and recovering in ICU and Jannie's niece, 
Kim Henderson, is now at home recovering 

well.  

 Doug Matthews received a good report from a biopsy. 

 Loretta Lester, Sheila Jones’ sister, had knee replacement sur-
gery recently.  

 Ernestine Taylor, Alice Dumm’s grandmother is struggling with 
Alzheimers and is now in an assisted living facility.  Her caregiv-
er, Alice’s Aunt Margaret is in need of prayers also. 

 A  co-worker of Cody McCracken, Nathan & Katelyn Whitener’s 
1 month old baby girl, Laiklee, is waiting for a heart transplant.   

 Ryan Medlin had ear surgery on Wednesday, June 14 at Van-
derbilt Children's Hospital.  

 Julia Reedy, Rebecca Morrow’s sister in law, has lung cancer. 

 Robert Graham’s grandmother had surgery recently. 

 Bernice Dumm and  Brian Dumm are in need of prayers and 
encouragement.  

 Christine Lively, Keith Welder’s sister has been placed under 
Hospice Care. 

 Zelda Pridemore has been ill recently. 

 Lorraine and Polo Villarreal have both been ill lately.   

 Alicia Blalock, daughter of David and Sue Blalock, has been 
having issues with pain.   

 Tom Hester, Dale’s father, is back home after a short stay in the 
hospital with kidney issues. 

 Paula Ary, Ryan’s mother, had surgery on June 26 for broken 
ankle. 

 

 Responses - Eddy Dyer 

 With Sympathy:  Betty Ann Brumfield on the passing of her 
brother, Ronald Bird, Lavada Fulton and Rusty Gregg on the 
passing of her brother and his uncle, Roy Huskey and Jeannie 
Triplett and Bobbie Templeton on the passing of their cousin, 
Ruth Pierce. 

 2nd:  Garden Plaza Worship @ 3:00 p.m. 
 18th: Ladies Luncheon @ Deli Boys at 11:30 AM  
 25th:  Lookouts Game 
 29th:  Miss Beautiful Pageant 

Reflections from Ryan 
I love Milk. In fact, my entire family loves milk. We love it 

so much that we drink about a gallon every other day. Sounds 
healthy, right? Just the other day one of the boys had made them 
a glass of milk, drank about half of it and went to play. About an 
hour later I saw that same boy reach for that cup and begin to 
take a sip when I said, “Wait! Don’t drink that, it’s gotten luke-
warm, and it will be nasty”. He said, “what’s the difference, its 
milk, still isn’t it?”. I said, “yes, but we don’t drink milk when its 
room temperature, we drink it either cold, or some people go the 
extreme and drink it hot.” 

You can probably already tell where I’m going with this. 
As you know here lately we have talked a lot about the idea of 
Lukewarm Christians. So, I wanted to take a minute to encourage 
you some more and ask you the question, is a lukewarm faith 
pleasing to God? Does lukewarm faith fulfill the commands of 
God?  

In Revelation 3, Jesus spoke of lukewarm people. Listen 
to what he says, “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor 
hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. So, because you are luke-
warm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my 
mouth.” (Revelation 3.15-16) 

What’s always intrigued me about this section of scrip-
ture is that Jesus would rather us be hot OR cold. You would think 
he would have said, “I want you to be hot! But if lukewarm is all I 
can get, it’s better than nothing.” You would think that lukewarm 
would be somewhat acceptable to him because its closer to hot 
than cold, right? Really, what Jesus says is that, He doesn’t want 
half-hearted Christians. I don’t want “name only” Christians. I 
don’t want, half-hearted disciples.  

When you study the context here on the church at Laodi-
cea, you see 2 problems. 1st, the problem with their “lukewarm 
faith” isn’t necessarily a congregational problem, but an individual 
problem. 2nd, Jesus knew that the problem wasn’t just confined to 
the region of Laodicea, but it was and would remain a problem in 
the church universal.  

So how can we keep from becoming lukewarm at Cen-
tral? --It starts with us individually. Each of us, must examine our-
selves, our hearts to see where our commitments are. In 2 Corin-
thians 13.5 Paul said this, “Examine yourselves, to see whether 
you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this 
about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? Unless indeed you 
fail to meet the test.” I wonder how many of us ever “examine 
ourselves” on a continual basis? I encourage you to daily look into 
Gods word (James 1.19-27) and ask yourself, how can I get closer 
to Jesus in my life today?  

Also, give yourself a test. Answer these questions on a 
regular basis. They will help you to decide if you are a lukewarm 
Christian or not.  

Do I read my bible daily? (Matthew 4.4) 
Do I fellowship with other Christians? (Hebrews 10.24-

25) 
Do I look more like the world or Christ? (1 Peter 2.9) 
Do you witness to others about your faith? (Matthew 

28.19-20) 
Who do you model your life after? (Romans 12.2) 

 5th - 8th: Mission Trip  
 13th - 15th: LOVE Cleveland 
 21st - 23rd: Aim Conference @ Falkner University 
 29th:  Miss Beautiful Pageant 

Let’s remember all of our youth and pray that they stay safe 
 and always let their lights shine for God!  Below are some of 
the events they are involved in and their accomplishments: 

 

 Congratulations to Michaela Gobble, who made the 
Dean’s List at East Tennessee State University and to  
Jordan Caylor and Nathan Morgan, who both made the 
Dean’s List at Tennessee Tech University 

 Congratulations to Lauren Caylor and 
her Select Soccer Team, F.C. Alliance, 
State Champions 2017. 

 
 

Parents, please let the office know of any achieve-
ments your child has made. You can place a note in 

the box on the office door or email it. 

My prayer for you is that you never settle for anything less than 
an awesome, bold, deep faith in God. My prayer is that your faith 
drives you to be a better disciple for God, being the Light-Salt-
City on a hill (Matthew 5.13-16) he died for you to be.  
 

If that scenario sounds a little too close to home, it may be com-
forting to know that our plight is not a new one. Paul faced a 
very similar cultural climate in Athens when he was brought 
before the Epicurean and Stoic counsel in Acts 17.  Epicureans 
sought pleasure – defined as a lack of pain– toward balance and 
tranquility of the soul. Stoics on the other hand, reveled in phi-
losophy and wrapped themselves in the idea that truth was an 
individual construct based on one’s own perception of reality. In 
other words, truth was a matter of perspective, and one truth 
was as good as the next. However, in the face of such opposing 
views, Paul preached the Gospel of Jesus openly and at length 
to the leaders of Athens. He won some and was mocked by oth-
ers, but refused to compromise the truth in order to please 
them.  In Acts 4, Peter and John, called before the Jewish coun-
cil to answer for works of healing and teaching the Gospel (vs 
18), refused to stop preaching the truth despite facing poten-
tially brutal punishment for their disobedience, asserting that 
God’s will superseded any will of man (vs. 19-22). If Peter, Paul, 
and John refused to compromise the truth of Jesus, how much 
more should we hold fast to what God has commanded today? 

The question I want to leave you with is this: “Are you the type 
of Christian that is willing to compromise the principles that 
Christianity is built on?” Of course we all say “no”, but consider 
where your time and dedication are. Are you willing to replace 
your favorite activities for church related activities and responsi-
bilities? Are you willing to step outside a comfort zone to reach 
another with the Gospel even if you are afraid of the conse-
quences? Are you willing to follow Jesus’ and the apostle’s un-
compromising and radical example of faith? If so, then recog-
nize the effort it will take to stay on that path, and start practic-
ing strength and dedication today so that when you are chal-
lenged by the tides of culture, you will not compromise your 
faith for so little a prize as temporary comfort. Have a great 
week, and God Bless!   

Matt 

 

 Youth Events 

Preparations are underway for the 
2017 Miss Beautiful Pageant on July 
29th!  Your help and support is 
needed and greatly appreciated to 
help make this year’s pageant pos-
sible.  If you would like to support 
this years pageant, please contact 
Caitlyn (423-650-5823) or visit the 
website (mbpageant.wix.com/

specialneeds) to volunteer, donate or find out other 
ways you can be involved!  We are also accepting 
goody bag donations at this time as well as fundraising 
for this event through our annual Miss Beautiful Pag-
eant t-shirts, which are now available for pre-order.  
The pageant will be here before we know it, so any sup-
port you can lend will be wonderful!  Thank you for al-
ways helping to make this day so special for our par-
ticipants! 

July  
Upcoming  

 Events 

Are You Compromising? 
 

Compromise is not my favorite skill. As one of five children, it seemed 
that my childhood was a collage of constant compromise; everything 
from where and what we ate to which movie we got to rent, often 
meant we had to meet in the middle. But while learning to compromise 
is a necessary skill for familial survival and general life situations, as 
Christians there are some things we cannot, and indeed must refuse to, 
compromise over. 

The concept of holding to our moral basis seems simple and relatively 
benign in theory, but today’s postmodern ideology challenges our resili-
ence on the issue every day. For those of us who have not looked up the 
definition of “postmodernist” recently, it is the ideology that there is no 
absolute truth. In other words, whatever you feel, think, or believe is 
just as viable as the next individual’s thoughts, feelings, and beliefs and 
there is no way to prove truth in either one. Thus, each person’s convic-
tions are given equal standing, and everyone must accept all other con-
victions as equally true. The only exception to this tolerant mentality is, 
of course, accepting as valid any conviction that uncompromisingly and 
unapologetically asserts an unchangeable truth. And while we may feel 
so mature in our Christianity that such nonsense is laughable, how often 
have we let the opportunity pass out of fear of loosing our emotional, 
financial, or mental comfort because of postmodern prejudices? 

https://matthughestn.wordpress.com/2016/02/24/are-you-compromising-2/?iframe=true&theme_preview=true&calypso_token=f9337deb-9284-4667-9c0c-8edec7e3d3be

