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that we know nothing about. They may appear as if all is fine on 
the outside but really hurting on the inside. A smile or a kind 
word can go a long way in making them feel better and does not 
cost the giver anything. Or even an enemy as we are taught in 
Romans 12 that being nice to him, heaps burning coals on his 
head. So this summer Put on Love and have a great summer.   
 

The elders love you and it is our desire that we all go to heaven.   

 
With the upcoming “Summer of Love” series of lessons to be 
presented, we will be hearing God’s word proclaimed by 
different speakers each week. These lessons will be keeping 
with our theme of “Put on Love” for this year. These lessons 
start the first Wednesday in June and continue until the end of 
August. We hope and pray that all of you will take time from 
your busy schedules to hear as many of these lessons as possi-
ble.  
 

We know this is a busy time of year as many of us are thinking 
of vacations, sporting events, and other family events. Before 
those thoughts take up too much of our time, first consider 
what God has done in your life and how he continues to bless 
you every day. Many times we get caught up in the day to day 
events and forget to thank God for the blessings. We some-
times feel as if we should not bother God with what we think 
is our small problems. We are taught to pray without ceasing 
asking for God’s guidance and mercy. As many of us know, life 
events can change our plans in a split second with a car crash, 
bad news received from a medical professional or a family 
member’s action. When these occur, all of our plans are either 
put on hold or ignored completely until the event is over.    
 

Another thing we need to remember is that everyone around 
us, whether we know them or not has some type of problem 
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 Retta Ownbey’s sister, Sarah Harris, had a brain hemor-
rhage and is in Signature Healthcare. 

 Billy Washer, the son of Kim Fort and Andy Skid-
more’s cousin, has been diagnosed with cancer and 
another cousin, Joel Nipper, has been diagnosed with 
chronic lymphocytic lymphoma.   

 Please keep Brian Dumm in your prayers as he is going 
through some tough times. 

 Susan Butts’ brother, Jason Fowler, responded at his 
church in Birmingham, asking for prayers for strength 
and patience as he enters rehab. 

 Cheri Swafford’s brother Ron McGee, will start his 
treatments for Papillary Thyroid cancer on June 5. 

 Pam Graham’s cousin, Jennifer Bell has breast cancer.   
 Franklin Haney’s sister, Evelyn Coffey, has been moved 

to Signature Healthcare. 
 Fred Davis got a good report from his brain scan.   
 Scott Medlin had knee arthroscopic surgery. 
 Johnella Hardison spent a few days in hospital with 

pneumonia 
 

 Responses - Logan Helton & Nathan Vann 
 New Families - Refeal & Tynesha Palmer,  Wayne & Billie 

Simpson, and Pat Guess 
 With Sympathy:  Earl & JoAnn McCall & Tamela Burris 

on the death of Austin McCall, Wilda Hunt on the passing 
of Rex Hunt, Sue Bancroft on the passing of her brother, 
Tom Ward, Megan Blair on the passing of her mother, 
Elizabeth Fair McCrary and John McCracken on the pass-
ing of his mother Judy McCracken. 

 

   4th:  Garden Plaza Worship @ 3:00 p.m. 

 Sudhir Mendiratta’s LIFE group meeting will meet on June 19th 
at 6:00 at the church building. 

 18th: Donuts for Dads 

    20th: Ladies Luncheon @ 11:30  at Old Fort Restaurant.  

 25th—29th:  Vacation Bible School 

 Secret Sisters - watch for upcoming information 

Reflections from Ryan 
The Fight 

There was a man who found a butterfly cocoon, and took it 
home.  He placed it on the table and kept close watch on it.  Finally, 
he noticed that the cocoon began to move a little.  The man watched 
closely as a small hole began to form in the side of the cocoon.  The 
little butterfly then began to wiggle and try to work its way out of this 
little hole.  Finally, the butterfly stopped moving, and the man as-
sumed that the butterfly had given up its attempt to force its body 
through this small hole.  So the man grabbed a pair of scissors and 
cut away the remaining portion of the cocoon.  The butterfly lay 
there, with a swollen body and a tiny, weak pair of wings.  The little 
butterfly died shortly thereafter having never left the ground.  What 
the man didn’t realize is that the purpose of this struggle to remove 
itself through this small hole was to force the fluid out of its swollen 
body and into the wings, so that it would be ready to take flight after 
leaving the cocoon.   

     The book of James states that the same is true for us, as 
Christians.  “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of 
various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness…”  (James 1.2-3). The word steadfastness simply 
means “loyalty in the face of trouble and difficulty.”  So what James is 
saying, when we find ourselves trapped in a cocoon of temptation, by 
turning to God for help and guidance and overcoming, we can and 
will become stronger in our faith and loyalty to Christ.  On the other 
hand, allowing ourselves to be overcome by the temptations of the 
devil will only cause us to become weaker in faith.   

I know that we can all relate to the principal above.  To re-
peat the words of Paul, for a large portion of my life, I was “chief of 
sinners,” and do by no means claim to be anywhere near sin free 
today.  We all fall short of the Glory of God.  The only difference in 
then and now, I, like many of you, have someone to call on in times 
of need.  I have a faith in a true and living God who gives me grace 
and strength.  

     In every battle of life, God has given us that small hole to fight our 
way through.  After each victory, our wings will grow stronger.  I 
don’t know where these words originated, but they ring true in our 
lives, “With every victory, let it be said of me, my source of strength, 
my source of hope, is Christ alone.”       

In Christ Love, 

Ryan Ary 

 5th - Chattanooga Lookouts Game  
 10th - Lake Day at the Kings 
 23rd:  Six Flags 
 11th-16th: Summer Camp at Fall Creek Falls 
 25th - 29th: VBS 
 30th - Lock-in @ Superfly  
 July 5th - 8th: Mission Trip  
 July 21st - 23rd: Aim Conference @ Falkner 

University 

Lets remember all of our youth and pray that they stay safe 
 and always let their lights shine for God!  Below are some of the 

events they are involved in and their accomplishments: 
 

Brady Swafford  was selected to be on the District Baseball Team. 
Ryan Medlin -  The straight A Honor for 8th grade and “All three years 
straight A” awards @ CMS.  
Steven Brandon - CHS Raider Scholar and Engineering Applications 
awards 
Emily Morgan - CHS Raider Scholar award 
Tye Posey - Most Improved Student Overall, a Reading & Math award @ 
South Polk Elementary 
Gaige Posey - Top Reading & Math award for his class @ South Polk Ele-
mentary.  
Mason Posey - Reading, Math, Social Studies, Citizenship awards and 
all A honor Roll for the year @ South Polk Elementary.  
Melanie Fentress - Honor Roll, Writing Award & Perfect Attendance @ 
Michigan Avenue Ele 
Joshua Satterfield - Voted “Most Academic”, “Most Outstanding Brass 
award, Member of Colt Coral, Received $100 for having “A”s all year, 
“Outstanding Performance” track award - OMS 
Brandon Satterfield - 7 year old baseball team was 
undefeated and won the championship. 
Jackson Ary - Silver Honors A & B, BETA Club at 
Arnold Elementary and made the basketball team 
at Lake Forest. 
 
 

 
 

 Jannie Mendiratta has been diagnosed 
with breast cancer.  Doctors will determine 
the treatment plan after genetics testing is 
completed.    

 Jackie Kibler, cousin of Andy Skid-
more and Kim Fort, had his knee cap removed and has 
MRSA.  He has been moved to Bradley Rehab. 

Summer Quarter 
 Adult Class Schedule 

June 4th:  Emily Brandon 
    (Bed, Bath & Beyond & Target) 

3:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
                            

Upcoming Wedding Shower 

More Like Jesus?  
Part 2 

 This month is a special month for me and Hannah; it 
marks our first anniversary! As anyone married knows, the first 
year is a year of growth. At first, the new relationship can be fun 
and exciting but soon the honeymoon wears off and the real work 
begins! It’s difficult, but over time you begin to view yourselves less 
as individuals and more as a unit working toward a common goal.  
The same idea is true in our Christian walk; when we begin a rela-
tionship with God, it’s exciting and invigorating! During this 
“honeymoon stage” we are ready to do anything for God! But our 
fire quickly fades as we experience the thankless fight against sin 
every day, the constant negativity and our own desire for self-
fulfillment. 
 That is why it is so encouraging to hear what the Bible 
says about sanctification.  While salvation is the first, quick, cleans-
ing experience we get when we are baptized, sanctification is the 
long-term process of becoming a new person who is in synch with 
God. Just as it takes married couples years and years to truly 
“become one” (and some still never find unity), becoming a unit 
with God, or “being transformed into the image of Christ” (2 
Cor.3:18) takes time. Take Peter for example; if you look at Peter’s 
life, you see a slow transformation in his life from clinging to his 
own individuality and understanding to transforming into a spiritual 
unit with God. It’s the same in our life. Every day can be a transfor-
mation experience toward ultimate unity with Christ. Some days 
are harder than others but as Christians we press on toward our 
ultimate goal. 
 So this month take a moment and reflect upon your Chris-
tian walk. If you are frustrated because you are not where you 
want to be, be patient, ask God for help, talk to a Shepard and re-
member that transforming into Christ’s image is a lifelong process. 
If the idea of not being a good enough person is holding you back 
from becoming a Christian, remember, God calls you to be saved 
first and THEN sanctification begins. Marriage is a life-long rela-
tionship that starts with a single commitment, and the beauty of 
“taking the plunge” with Christ is that He begins helping us sanctify 
our lives the moment we rise from our decision to be saved. God 
bless! 
 

In His Service,  
Matthew Hughes  

 

 

 

                       
Stephanie Medlin – NFH:  “The Treasured Woman Profiles form 
Proverbs 31” 
Bill Johnston – Training Room:  Christian Growth - Foundations 
Luke Thomason– Room 4:  Jude 
Ryan Ary - OFH: - ‘One Word” 

We are so sorry to say goodbye to Craig, Erica and 
Ann Marie Ryan.  They moved to Knoxville, 
where Craig will be teaching Biology and will be 
an assistant football coach at Beardon High School.  
We wish them all the best!  Their new address is:  
6900 LaChrista Way, Knoxville, TN 37921 


