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slandering or any other sinful act.  Seek a loving style of life that 
shines in the world. 
 

The elders love you and it is our desire that all go to heaven. Lov-
ing and caring for each other pleases God.  

 
We are entering the month of May and we see more of God's 
handy work. Each season produces the beauty that we enjoy. 
Our thoughts turn to summer and planning events in our lives. 
There will be graduations, vacations and many other things. 
Matt has been busy with our youth which we are thankful. 
Hannah will be graduating soon and we want to express our 
congratulations to her and all the others at Central that will be 
graduating soon. 
 
Love is the highest calling of God. He loved us enough to send 
His only son to die for us. Imagine the world without love. We 
wouldn't have a care about anything. Wars would be fought 
over minor issues. The selfish and ambitious will step on any-
one that gets in their way. 1 Corinthians chapter 13, is one we 
know as the chapter of love. Love is the foundation of our rela-
tionship with God and without, we are nothing and gain noth-
ing. John 15:13 says, "Greater love has no one than this, to lay 
down his life for one's friends." We place others ahead of our-
selves. We sing the song The Greatest Command which says 
"he who does not love does not know God." There are two 
points to make here: God’s sacrifice as seen in John 3:16 and 
He is forgiving which is found in Psalms 103. He is slow to an-
ger and when He forgives, our sins are forgotten.  We can't 
allow the devil to cause us to be arrogant, seeking revenge, 

Cordell Medlin 
Tennessee Tech University 

Bachelor of Science -  
Computer Science-Information Technology 

Molly McConnell 
Chattanooga State Community College 
Physical Therapist Assistant  A.A.S. 

Grayson McConnell 
East Tennessee State University 

Quillen College of Medicine 
Doctor of Medicine 

Hannah Hughes 
University of Tennessee at Knoxville 

 Masters of Soil Science 

Congratulations Graduates! 

Courtney Gobble 
Harding University 

Doctor of Physical Therapy  

Kaylee Gregg 
Walker Valley High School 

Cleveland State Community College 
Special Education 

Brady Swafford 
Walker Valley High School 

Cleveland State Community College 
Occupational Therapy  

Trevor Cartwright 
Bradley Central High School 

Lee University 
Biology 

Savana Davis 
Bradley Central High School 

University of Tennessee at Knoxville 
Neonatal Physician Assistance  

Emily Brandon 
Harding University 

Bachelor of Art 

Brittany Keith 
Chattanooga State Community College 

Radiologic Technology A.A.S. 

Mother’s Love 
 

A Mother’s love is something that no one can explain, 
It is made of deep devotion and of sacrifice and pain, 

It is endless and unselfish and enduring come what may 
For nothing can destroy it or take that love away... 

It is patient and forgiving when all others are forsaking, 
And it never fails or falters even though the heart is breaking... 
It believes beyond believing when the world around condemns, 
And it glows with all the beauty of the rarest, brightest gems... 

It is far beyond defining, it defies all explanation, 
and it still remains a secret like the mysteries of creation... 

A many-splendored miracle man cannot understand 
And another wondrous evidence of God’s tender guiding hand. 

-- Author Unknown  
Logan Helton 
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 Homer Fansler is now home after a short stay in Life Care 
for rehab following heart surgery. 

 Billy Washer, cousin of Andy Skidmore & Kim Fort has can-
cer.  Another cousin, Joel Nipper has chronic lymphocytic 
lymphoma.. 

 Ernest Medlin is at home after having prostate surgery.  

 Kelly Payne, Gene Payne’s daughter-in-law, does not have 
MS and is regaining limited used of her hands and feet.  

 Edith Syracuse, Helen Templin’s sister, heart issues and her 
husband, Kenneth, had knee surgery. 

 Ron McGee, Cheri Swafford’s brother is under going treat-
ments for Papillary Thyroid Cancer. 

 Kim James, mother of Holly Simpson, had reconstructive 
surgery. 

 Roy Huskey, Lavada Fulton’s brother, is in rehab at Life 
Care. 

 D.W. Hogan is now home with a broken leg. 

 Sharon Finley is back at Signature Healthcare in Room 308. 

 Margaret Mahaney had knee replacement surgery and is 
recovering at home. 

 Barbara Wright is now home after having rehab for a bro-
ken hip.   

 Hazel Womac is now at Morningside Assisted Living in 
Room 111.   

  Retta Ownbey’s sister, Sarah Harris had a brain hemorrhage 
and is in Erlanger Hospital in ICU and is unresponsive.  

 Rex Hunt has been diagnosed with lymphoma and is at 
Hospice of Chattanooga. 

 Jordan Caylor had a virus that created some concerning 
symptoms with his Graves Disease.  

 Zelda Pridemore has been having health issues.  

  
 

 Baptisms:  Margaret Mahaney 

 Responses Grayson McConnell, Eddy Dyer, Jim McCoy 

7th:    ~Garden Plaza Worship @ 3:00 p.m. 
            ~Church picnic & softball game @  
               Cleveland State Community College @ 4:00 
14th:  Muffins for Moms 
16th:  Ladies Luncheon - 11:30 @ El Maguey Mexican Restaurant on 
Michigan Ave. 
21st:  Graduation Recognition and Luncheon 
June 25th—29th:  Vacation Bible School 

Reflections from Ryan 

For the month of April our local Benevolence program 
helped   38 families which included 106 people!  Please let 

Ronny Bayless know if you would like to help! 

LOVING OUR ENEMIES 
 

Jesus was talking to his disciples in Matthew in what we call 
the “Sermon on the Mount”, he discusses how we should treat those 
that mistreat us. In concluding this thought he said, “For if you love 
those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers, what 
more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the 
same?” (Matthew 4.46-47 ESV) 

Jesus says it’s easy and its expected of us to love those that 
love us back. What sets us apart is how we love those that don’t love 
us and how we treat those that mistreat us.  

The world has the idea of “retaliation”, the pay back evil for 
evil mentality. If someone does something bad to you, mistreats you, 
gossips about you, mistreats someone in your family, you get even. 
Whether it’s in person or on social media, we see people “getting 
what they deserve”. Sadly, before Jesus spoke these words in 
Matthew and to this day, Christians have struggled to not be like the 
world when it comes to our enemies.  I do believe that until we leave 
this earth we will in some way struggle with our enemies.  

Most Christians think it is impossible to “love” our enemies. 
Why? Because we think what they have done is unforgivable, they 
don’t deserve our grace, they’ve never asked for forgiveness. While 
we may not “hate” them or while we may not “retaliate”, we do give 
them the silent treatment, we ignore them, we go the other way 
when we see them, we walk out the other door, we make sure that 
whatever we do we are avoiding them. Now we wouldn’t dare treat 
those that we love this way, because we love them. We care for 
them, we want the best for them. Why? Well, one reason among 
many is because they love us.   

 Jesus comes along and says, if those are the ones whom 
you only show love to in your life, you are no better than a tax collec-
tor or a Gentile. Wow! Tax collectors in Jesus’ day were despised, 
most of them were corrupt, they gathered Roman taxes from the 
Jews, and often overcharged them. Being a Gentile wasn’t any better, 
the Jews despised the Gentiles in more ways than one. This must 
have been a jaw dropper for his disciples that were listening.  

Jesus isn’t finished yet, He then drops this bomb on them in 
verse 48, “You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 

perfect.” The word used there for “perfect” can mean to be 
“complete or mature”. Jesus is trying to inspire them to be more 
like their Father. In context, Jesus is telling us that we need to 
love just as God loves. God loves the world. In fact, the most 
quoted verse in all the Bible, John 3:16, teaches us this very fact.  

Think of all the sinful things we have done, think of all 
the ways we have disappointed God and remember that we too 
were enemies of God (Romans 5.10, Colossians 1.21).  

You see, it’s easy to love those that love us back. It’s easy 
to love the lovable. But when it comes to our enemies, what sets 
us apart, what makes disciples of Christ different, is that we take 
what the world expects and we do the opposite. The world ex-
pects us to get angry, but instead we pray. The world expects us 
to get even, but instead we do good deeds.  

I challenge you to go out and fulfill the commands of 
Christ. Make this a reality in your life. Make this “love” a part of 
your life. Pray for and do good to your enemies.  

 June 5th - Lookout Game  
 June 11th-16th: Summer Camp 
 June 25th - 29th: VBS 
 July 5th - 8th: Mission Trip 
 July 21st - 23rd: Aim Conference @ Falkner University 

 
Mack Swafford signed up with the Air Force on April 

6th.  Mack be will be reporting to basic training in July.  

Very proud of you, Mack! 
Dustin Swafford, who is employed at Home Right Mort-
gage, passed the Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System 
Uniform State test.  Way to go, Dustin! 

 
 

Parents, please let the office know of any achievements your child has made. You can 
place a note in the box on the office door or email it. 

Congratulations to Jerry & Sue Bancroft, who are 
the proud grandparents of a granddaughter, Sadie 
Marie, born on March 26th.  Also, congratulations 
to Derrick & Katie Driggers on the birth of their 
daughter, Kelsey Marissa, who was born on April 
20th.  The proud  grandmother, Mary Keller, and the 
proud great-grandmother, Mai Ellis, are beaming 

with joy!   Congratulations to Craig and Erica Ryan on the birth of their 
daughter, Ann Marie Ryan, who was born on April 29th.  The proud 
parents are doing great as well as the super proud grand parents, Ron 
and Rebecca Morrow! 

 

May 21st:  Chris Gobble 
 (Bed, Bath & Beyond, Target & 
           Pottery Barn)   

June 4th:  Emily Brandon 
 (Bed, Bath & Beyond & Target) 
                            

Upcoming Wedding Showers 

May 
Upcoming Events 

YOUTH GROUP 

More Like Jesus 
Part 1  

 

Have you ever thought, “I can’t give that person money because 
it would be enabling?” I have! This past week, Hannah and I 
were at Cracker Barrel when a 20- something year old veteran 
who needed money to get a bus ticket back to Texas ap-
proached us. This man had swollen and scarred hands, he was 
jittery, and quite frankly looked like he may have been a little 
dope sick. The last thing I wanted to do was give him money 
because “what if he used it to buy drugs?” That’s when I 
thought of Matthew 9.  
 

In Matthew 9:8-13, Jesus calls Matthew (a tax collector) to fol-
low him. In today’s equivalent, being a tax collector would be 
like a US citizen converting to ISIS and terrorizing US households 
every day. And Jesus tells that person to follow him and bring all 
their ISIS friends to lunch because He’d like to meet them too! 
Crazy, right? I mean sure, Matthew became a great asset to 
God’s kingdom but what about the rest of the tax collectors 
Jesus ate with that day? Did they follow Jesus? Did Jesus’ forgiv-
ing and loving attitude inspire them to change? We don’t know, 
but here is what the Bible says: 

 

Matthew 9: 12-13 
… Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the 

sick. But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sac-

rifice.’[a] For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
  

And that’s when it hit me! Jesus called the beggars, the drug 
addicts, and the traitors to be on his team, and he asks us 
“religious folk” to focus less on outward acts of worship 
(sacrifice) and more on loving the “hopeless cases” (mercy). If 
Jesus had been talking to me, He might have said, “Don’t be 
content with your Christianity starting and ending with going to 
church, doing a God-related job and being somewhat generous 
with your resources. Instead, totally buy into the people who 
you think least deserve it; they will only see me through you.”  
 
For the man at Cracker Barrel, we ended up giving him money, 
listening to his story, and buying him lunch. I wish I could say 
that he responded well, but truthfully, he snuck out the back of 

the restaurant and we have not heard from him since. And 
that is okay!! We are not called to make people accept our 

love in a positive way! God only says to spread His message 
through our love. Leave the rest to Him! (1 Corinthians 3:6)   
 
So, this month don’t just give money to the person on the road-
side, invite them into a space of friendship with you, just as Je-
sus did. It will be messy and hard and disappointing and painful 
– after all, the people Jesus loved ended up putting Him on a 
cross- but you never know when you could be influencing the 
next “Matthew” of God’s kingdom. Love without fear! God co-
vers the rest.  
 
In His Service,  
Matthew Hughes  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%209#fen-NIV-23393a

