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From Your Shepherds 
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God rather than seeking the things of this earth. Colos-
sians 3:2 "Set your mind on the things above, not on 
things on the earth." 
 
We will be losing David and Alice Dumm in the near fu-
ture. David has accepted a promotion with his company 
and will be moving to South Carolina. The family has been 
an asset to Central and will be one wherever they wor-
ship. Be sure to let them know how much they will be 
missed but welcomed back anytime. 
 
The elders love you and is our desire that everyone go to 
heaven.  
  

October brings us into fall. We begin to look to the changes 
in the landscape and view God's beautiful handiwork in the 
colors of the trees and change of climate.  
 
The country experienced two major storms recently. Our 
hearts go to those that are having to deal with their after-
math. The Central church accumulated a large number 
needed items and transported them to the Houston and 
the Florida region. The devastation left by these storms was 
overwhelming. We extend our greatest appreciation to 
those who donated the needed things, time and financial 
assistance. The Central congregation is to be commended 
for the giving during this time. Several of our members 
were instrumental in the organization and transportation 
of the collected items. Matt introduced the idea and 
worked diligently to help in the effort. Both affected areas 
will require a significant amount of time to recover. Keep 
them in your prayers.  
 
I read an observation someone made about the eclipse. 
The writer observed the countless number of people that 
gazed to the heavens to view the eclipse. The writer went 
on to say that our daily lives should reflect our looking to 
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 Larry Jenkins, Rhonda Morgan’s bother-in-law, is in CVICU 
after having heart surgery at Memorial.  He has fluid on his 
lungs and elevated white blood count. 

 Bill Bayless Jr., Ronny’s nephew, has been diagnosed with 
stage 4 cancer.  

 Renee Lastra, a friend of Pam Stamper, has been sick. 

 Lori Mull, daughter of Lonnie and Margaret Jones, has 
bone cancer. She began treatments on September 13th and 
the doctors said that how she responds the next six weeks 
will determine her prognosis.  

 Morgan Isom is on a Mission trip to Uganda. Please pray 
for her safety and for a successful trip. 

 Greg Slater, the cousin of Jackie Brown, had surgery for a 
tumor and possibly pancreatic cancer.  The surgery did not 
go as expected due to the surgeons not being able to re-
move the tumor because the cancer has spread.  They may 
try again after 6 –8 weeks of chemo. 

 Keith Welder had knee replacement surgery recently at 
Memorial Hospital and is recovering well at home.  

 Brenda Howell is requesting prayers for her husband, Den-
nis, for spiritual strength and for dealing with the neuropa-
thy in his feet.   

 A lady named Mairlyn approached Cindy Freeman, asking 
for the prayers of the church for her and her husband, Ar-
nold. 

 Zelda Pridemore has been in the hospital recently due to  
issues with her neck and will be having surgery soon.   

 Sherry Howard, a friend of the Medlins, has been diag-
nosed with breast cancer.  She had surgery on September 
21st at Vanderbilt. 

 Elbert Mangrum, Scott Medlin’s uncle, who has lung and 
pelvic cancer, fell and broke his hip. Also, Joyce Medlin, 
Scott’s mother, had to be hospitalized to have her heart 
shocked into rhythm.  

 Polo Villarreal fell recently but didn’t brake anything. 

 Mack Swafford is in San Angelo Texas for tech school for a 
few months.  He graduated with honors from the Air Force 
and wanted to tell everyone thank you for the cards and 
prayers. 

 Cindy Jenkins, a co-worker, of a neighbor of Paula Satter-
field has colon cancer and is in need of prayers. 

 Ryan Leatherman, has been studying with Sherry Campbell 
through the USA/WBS program.     

 Ricky Soos is in need of prayers. 

 Alice Johnston hasn’t been feeling well. 

 JoAnn Burris’ mother, Sandy Dunn, was sent to Erlanger.   
She’s had pneumonia for two weeks and had a relapse. 

 

 Baptisms - Rebecca Browning, Chandler Swilling 

 1st:  Garden Plaza Worship Service @ 3:00 
 17th:  Ladies Luncheon @ 11:30 @ Bar-B-Q Shack 
 26th:  Secret Sisters @ The Olive Garden at 6:30 p.m. 
 28th - Fall Festival @ Johnny & Jeannie Triplett’s home 
                            

 November 4th - Rake-N-Run -  

 November 5th - Friends & Family Day 

 December 3rd - Congregation Holiday Luncheon 

 December 12th:  Golden Eagles Chr istmas Par ty.  

Reflections from Ryan 

Overcoming Hatred with Love 
 

For thousands of years, hatred has reigned in almost eve-
ry society on this earth. Racism, prejudice, sexism, religious war, 
protest, murders, and so much more have resulted from the hate 
that people have with one another. According to the Southern 
Poverty Law Center, there are currently 917 organized hate groups 
in the United States. In fact, according to their study they have 
found that there has been an increase of 900% in the last two 
years of “likes” and “comments” on social media outlets. Howev-
er, as alarming as that is, it doesn’t take a study to show that there 
are people or groups that hate others. Turn on the news, go to the 
store, drive down the road, and we see that hatred is all around 
us.  

We know that there is hatred because we have personal-
ly experienced it in our own lives. Through our own experiences 
we know the feelings and the results of hatred. Whether we are 
the one expressing the hatred or we are the recipients of the ha-
tred. Sadly, it has found its way into and ruined homes, friend-
ships, marriages, communities, and yes, even the church that Je-
sus died for.   

There are so many other studies that have been conduct-
ed concerning the origin of hatred. From scientific studies, psycho-
logical studies, neurological studies, all trying to find out just 
where does this feeling come from. However, it doesn’t take a 
study to show where hatred comes from. According to Proverbs 
4.23, Solomon teaches us that, “above all else, guard your heart, 
for everything you do flows from it” (NIV). Jesus stated in Luke 
6.45, “the good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings 
forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings 
forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his 
heart” (NASB). Just before this Jesus would say in verses 27, “love 
your enemies, do good to those who hate you”. When is the last 
time we fulfilled that?  

The point is, hatred is a heart problem. That’s where it 
comes from. People’s hearts are evil, they don’t understand what 
love is, they have misconceptions of love, they don’t understand 
how to overcome the sin of hatred in their hearts. They haven’t 
been shown that there is a better way of living. Who better to 
show them than Christians? Christians shouldn’t hate because 
Jesus didn’t hate. The only thing Jesus hates is sin.  

How can Christians show the world the love of Jesus? 
How can Christians help end the hatred we see in our world? We 
can show them the power of prayer (Matthew 5.43-48), the power 
of doing good (Romans 12.18-21), the power of Love (Matthew 
22.39), teach how hatred can keep one from heaven (Galatians 
5.19-21), learn how hatred can rob one of true happiness (hate 
and misery come from the same heart). One of the biggest ways 
we can show the world the true love of Jesus, is to be that expres-
sion of love ourselves. Jesus teaches us in Matthew 5.13-16 that 
Christians are supposed to give the world something different 
than what they are used to. We are to be the light in the lives of 
others. Light is not hatred, light is the love of Jesus.  

The challenge: go out and show the love of Jesus to as 
many people as you can on a daily basis. Allow the ripple effect of 
love to begin with you.     -Ryan Ary  

abundantly more giving than me and my friends were that day!  
Deomai: “ask for something with a sense of pleading or begging.” 

Deomai is like Aiteo, but more desperate. For example, the leper 
does Deomai when he begs Jesus to heal him (Lk 5:12). In a modern 
sense, it is the parents who go bankrupt trying to save their child 
from leukemia and when the doctors cease treatment, they come to 
God and deomai, desperate for a miracle. When we deomai to God, 
we throw ourselves on Him as our ONLY hope. 

Proseuchomai: “speak to God with a definite aim; encompasses sub-
mission, confession, petition, supplication, intercession, praise, 
and thanksgiving; holds the idea of being face to face.” 
Proseuchomai is worship. This is the “touchy feely” prayer; it makes 
us uncomfortable. It requires deep humility, open adoration of God’s 
greatness, and acknowledges our laughable attempt to control our 
own lives. It recognizes God’s unearned love toward us and moves 
us to lay ourselves out, raw and real at God’s feet.  

Proseuche: “The most common word for prayer in the NT, conveys 
the idea of bringing something immediately before God’s pres-
ence. It emphasizes adoration and worship with the added idea 
of asking for God’s presence in our lives.” Interestingly, 
Proseuche is the word Jesus uses when he says, “My house shall be 
called a house of prayer…” (Matt 21:13) When we Proseuche to 
God, we do Proseuchomai (above) but also beg God to draw closer 
to us.  

 

Does that sound like your prayer life? In my life, it honestly sounds intense and 
inconvenient. For that reason, I believe most Christians never go beyond the 
last two types of prayer in the NT.  Euchomai, “a wish or desire we express to 
God but don’t necessarily believe will happen” (see Acts 26:29). Euchomai is 
like saying, “God, I hope my friend becomes a Christian.” It is not un-pious per 
se, but it is much more casual than the previous prayers.  Deesis is the more 
“traditional prayer” referring to an urgent need. It is the list of problems we pray 
for on Sunday morning, or our list of prayers before bed.  It is humble and genu-
ine, but lacks the worshipful, all-encompassing humility of Aiteo, Deomai, 
Proseuchomai, or Proseuche. So, while Euchomai and Deesis are easy, God 
calls you and me to so much more! Let us pray this week like we love and want 
to understand the God we are praying to. Good luck and God Bless!    
 

In him, Matthew Hughes 
 

 

 

Our sympathy is  extended  

to the following families:  

Lee Sanders on the passing of her      
brother, Darrell Woods. 

 
 Oct.13th-15th - Girls Retreat!  
 Nov 4th: Rake-N-Run  
 Nov 17th-19th: Fall Retreat @ Short 

Mtn. - Cost $30 — Deadline to sign up 
Oct. 22nd 

 Dec 27th-30th: Exposure Youth Camp - 
Cost $75 - Deadline to sign up is 

   OCTOBER 1st 
 February 23-25,2018 - CYC - Cost $40 

per person until December 10th.  After 
that date, the cost will be $50 and this 
is only if registration is still available. 

For the month of September, our local       
Benevolence program helped 46 families 

which included 104 people!  Please let Ronny 
Bayless know if you would like to help! 

 

Congratulations to Kevin & Christy Gardner on the birth 
of their granddaughter, Eliza Joy Hayes.   Grace, Joel 
and Eliza are all doing well.  Also, congratulations to 

great-grandfather, Dr. Bob Thurman.  

Upcoming Events 

OCTOBER       Prayer 
      Requests 

Do you pray? 
http://www.preceptaustin.org/prayer-greek_words_for_prayer 

 

There are at least six different words in the New Testament for prayer. 
 

Aiteo: “ask with urging, even to the point of demanding; suggests a suppli-
cant attitude” Aiteo conveys the idea of bowing at God’s feet and throwing 
kisses toward Him. It reminds me of a man who approached me and my 
friends at McDonalds. He hesitated, came to our table, and with an unhappy 
smile showed us 48 cents and asked- “do you have some change? I’m just 
trying to get food.” When we said no, he walked away and stared out the 
window of a corner booth with humiliated eyes. That is like Aiteo - the plead-
ing of a person who knows they need help and are willing to disgrace them-
selves for the chance of getting it. Fortunately, when we Aiteo to God, He is 

http://www.preceptaustin.org/prayer-greek_words_for_prayer

