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From Your Shepherds 

200 25th Street NW  Cleveland, TN  37311 

foundation for our children.  This foundation allows the 
middle and high school programs to expand upon this 
foundation and by helping to apply this knowledge and 
put it into action. 
 Think about how our children learn in public 
schools.  One of the keys is repetition.  The same is true 
for learning the Bible.   This is where parents can help.  
Take the time and opportunity to follow up with your chil-
dren on their Bible class lessons and teach them at home.  
It has been a long time since many of us have been in 
school, but one thing they still do for certain age groups is 
have a spelling test each week.  How do the children learn 
how to spell these words?  By going over them one time 
only?  We all know it takes repetition in going over these 
words during the week.   
 We are excited to see the effects of this work and 
appreciate Rusty being willing to oversee it.   We appreci-
ate everyone getting involved to help make our education 
program a success.        
  We need to have a very strong pre-school to 5th 
grade education ministry to lay the foundation by covering 
the entire Bible several times during these years; repeti-
tion, repetition, repetition, and provide training to help 
teachers in presenting the lessons. 

 Rusty Gregg recently held a meeting on August 20 
to discuss Bible class literature for our classes from new-
borns through fifth grade.  The purpose of this endeavor is 
to compare what we currently use with other materials, to 
determine the best possible literature to use for these age 
groups.  The elders want everyone to understand that this 
is one of our highest priorities for Central.  We want our 
young people to get the best Bible education possible.  We 
want as many as possible to review materials and provide 
input to Rusty.   
 Who can participate in this project?  Anyone can.  
And once this step is completed there will be more partici-
pation requested.  Many of you have been teachers in the 
past or currently teach.  We want to encourage you to keep 
teaching or begin again.  If you have never been a teacher, 
be brave and either agree to take on a class or volunteer to 
work with someone that will help train you.  We have a 
number of people who currently teach in public education 
or are retired teachers.  Please use your skills to either 
teach in our Bible classes or assist our teachers in preparing 
their lessons.  We want to provide training for our teachers 
and offer assistance when needed.  The elders want our 
education program to be a strong program that lays the 
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 Jacob Simpson stationed in Mosul, Iraq. 

 Kelly Payne has ALS and has been place on Hospice Care. 

 Sibyle Dixon is back at Life Care. 

 Elbert Magnum is undergoing treatment for lung cancer. 

 Mack Swafford is in basic training for the Air Force. 

 Laiklee Whitener received a heart transplant. 

 Bernice and Brian Dumm are in need of encouragement. 

 Raphael Palmer lost a dear friend  

 Lee and Marlene Ricard 

 Larry Jenkins, Rhonda Morgan’s bother-in-law, heat sur-
gery postponed until infection is gone. 

 Chad Northcutt suffered four strokes and is only 33 years 
old. 

 Linda Jones lost her sister and will be having surgery soon. 

 Bill Bayless, Ronny’s nephew, has been diagnosed with 
stage 4 cancer. 

 Ralph Soos is requesting prayers for his son, Ricky.  

 Pam Graham is requesting prayers for John Deck.  

 Lee Sanders’ brother, Darrell Woods, on Hospice care. 

 Betty Young saw her pulmonologist to check her COPD 
and emphysema. 

 Lee Sanders, brother, Darrell Woods has been placed on 
hospice care. 

 Brady Swafford had a wisdom tooth remove. 

 
 Responses - Debbie McCoy, David Dumm 
 Baptisms - Easton King, Vantah Carter 
 New Families -  Charlotte Barton, Ralph Soos, Tommy & 

Tammy  Shubert (Aubrey & Thomas) & Fred & Wanda 
Davis 

 

 3rd:  Garden Plaza Worship @ 3:00 p.m. 

 4th:  Labor Day - Office Closed 

 13th:  Men’s Breakfast @ 8:30 

 19th:  Ladies Luncheon—Café Roma @ 11:30 a.m. 

 21st:  Secret Sisters - meet at Cheri Swafford’s home @ 6:30 p.m. 
and bring $5 for dinner.  

 October 28th - Fall Festival @ the Triplett’s 

Reflections from Ryan 

 
Preparing for Eternity 

This is my favorite time of year, because when Sep-
tember comes we know that it’s almost fall. It’s the time of 
year where the temperatures start to cool off a little, the leaves 
are going to begin to change and all the festivals are being 
planned.  It’s just a great time of year.  

However, that isn’t all that is taking place, let’s not 
forget, its football time! Our teams have been practicing hard, 
coaches have been meeting to create and study plays, all to 
make sure they win the game. However, as much practice that 
takes place and as much preparation takes place on the coach’s 
behalf, there are three things that every team needs to win the 
game or to be successful. Those are Discipline, Training and a 
Game Plan. Without those three things, failure is sure to hap-
pen.  

Is it any different in the Christian life? Disciples don’t 
just happen. Disciples don’t arise out of the waters of baptism 
and automatically know everything there needs to be known. 
We aren’t gifted miraculously with this untamed energy to 
work for God in his kingdom. It’s a growth process. It’s a train-
ing process. In fact, Jesus did a little play on words when he 
gave the Great Commission , he said in short, “Go, make disci-
ples, baptize them, and teach them all that I have commanded 
you” (Matt 28.19-20).  

God expects us to keep learning about his will, be-
cause there will come a time when our faith is tested. The 
game of life will become one of the most challenging games we 
have ever played, our opponent, the devil, will come at us with 
everything he has.  When that happens, we will need that 
training. I will need those three things: Discipline, Training and 
a Game Plan.  

Do we realize that God has given us everything we 
need to play the game of life with success? Philippians 4.19, 
“and my God will supply every need of yours according to his 
riches in glory in Christ Jesus”.  We get everything we need 
through His Word. Paul when writing to Timothy in 1 Timothy 
3.16 teaches us that, “all scripture is God-breathed and is use-
ful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteous-
ness”. So, we don’t have to wonder what the plan is, we don’t 
have to go into the game of life unprepared, if we will take 
time every day to study, meditate, and challenge ourselves in 
God’s word, then he has promised us that we will be ready for 
the game.  

Preparation is everything in sports, life and most im-
portant, eternity. Your favorite sports team doesn’t walk out 
onto the field without a plan. They don’t play the game unpre-
pared. If that’s true in something short lived such as sports, 
then how much truer is it with your eternal destiny?  

My prayer for you is that you are making preparations 
for your eternal dwelling place. That you are taking God’s word 
seriously and applying it to your life each and every day. That 
you are taking time to discipline and train yourself in the ways 
of God through His word.  

 
In Christ Love, Ryan Ary  

Doctor’s orders: Apply love liberally 
 

When we were young, we all had scraped knees, bruised elbows, and 
experienced the minor cuts and bumps that came with everyday kid 
life. They hurt, but if you’re like me you also remember that nothing 
healed those wounds like a Band-Aid and mom’s “kiss to make it feel 
better”! It is obvious to me now that the Band-Aid and kiss held no 
power in themselves but the re-affirmation of love that were represent-
ed in those elements was magic!  Sometimes I think that that kind of 
unconditional “kiss the nasty, oozy, cut” kind of love is exactly what we 
need more of in the Church.  
 

In 1 Peter 4, Peter spends most of the book talking about how to live in 
the body of Christ. He wraps up the whole thought process by saying: 
Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multi-
tude of sins (vs 8). In a sense, Peter simply re-states the profound 
truth we all experienced as children: love heals. It doesn’t just heal our 
childhood bumps, God says it heals a multitude of sins, a multitude of 
slashing, hurtful, scarring sins. Sin hurts. It tears us apart like nothing 
else can. The fact that we are imperfect is the only reason there is pain 
and hurt in the world, but God says that true profound love fixes that 
problem.  
 

Through this summer, we have learned what profound love looks like. It 
is patient and kind, unconditional and powerful. It continues when eve-
ry part of our being and culture would tell it to yield to selfish desires. 
We have learned how to apply that love: find those who are hurting 
and be a part of the solution. Get involved in your community and 
share with others the multitude of your own blessings. Peter says in 1 
Peter 4 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each of you 
should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they 
should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone 
serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in 
all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glo-
ry and the power for ever and ever. Amen. And lastly, we learned why 
we should love: because God first loved us. We heal others with love 
because God healed us with love first.  
 

So, this week, put it into practice. Start kissing the wounds of our com-
munity of believers and the community of Cleveland as a whole. Let’s 
apply love liberally to the wounds of sin and watch the magic of love 
transform lives.  Good luck, and God bless!  
 

In Him,  Matthew Hughes 

 

 

Our sympathy is  extended  

to the following families:  

Lavada Fulton and Ron Morrow on the 
death of Edith Morrow, Lavada’s aunt 
and Ron’s step mother. 

 Sept 30th: Paint Ball- Cost $40 - Deadline 
to sign up Sept. 24th 

 Oct.13th-15th - Girls Retreat!  
 Nov 4th: Rake-N-Run  
 Nov 17th-19th: Fall Retreat @ Short 

Mtn - Cost $30 — Deadline to sign up Oct. 
22nd 

 Dec 27th-30th: Exposure Youth Camp - 
Cost $75 - Deadline to sign up is 

   OCTOBER 1st 

     WBS Chattanooga Benefit Dinner 
 

God is blessing World Bible School in 
every way-now more than ever! 
Over 30 million have been taught by 
WBS study helpers, but that is just 
the beginning.  Every single soul—

past, present and future is critically important.  We 
have exciting plans for how we will reach more and 
more with Jesus—in fact more than ever! 

            What:  World Bible School’s Benefit Dinner 
           Date:  Tuesday, September 12th @ 6:30pm 
           Place:  Marriott Chattanooga Downtown,2 
                       Carter Plaza 
           RSVP: By Tuesday, September 5th with BJ.  
                       Fentress or Garlon Campbell or with                   
                       WBS: rsvp@worldbibleschool.net; 
                       Worldbibleschool.net/events;  
                       800-311-2006 
 
This is a free event and everyone is welcome to attend!  
(You do not have to be in WBS to attend).  B.J. will be 
taking the church bus to the event.  There is a sign-up 

sheet on the activities board. 

For the month of August, our local Be-
nevolence program helped 31 families 
which included 100 people!  Please let 
Ronny Bayless know if you would like 

to help! 

Upcoming  

Events 


